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DuPage
PADS gets
grant for
apartments

By Meg McSherry Breslin
Tribune staff reporter

DuPage PADS has offered the
homeless a place to slesp at
night through dozens of tempo-

- rary shelters at area churches
for more than 20 years.

But the pgroup decided it
wasn't domg enough. So now
the non-profit agency 1s moving
m a new direction—with more
parmanent housing instead of
just a nightly stopgap.

Tha Hlinols Housing Dewvel-
opment Authority this week
awarded DuPage PADS an
8800000 grant, allowmg the
group to buy an apartment
building in Naperville, provid-
g 11 units for homeless fam-
ilies and Individuals, As a re-
sult, DuPage PADS will soon
have 3l permanentapartments.
up from none three vears ago.

“We've really remmvented our-
selves from managing home-
leasness to having a commit-
ment to end homelsssness,”
said Carol Simler, executive di-
rector of DuPage PADS, whose
poal is to end homelessness in
the region.

The organization began its
push toward permanent hous-
ing three yearsago, after realiz-
g that so many of its shelter
clients were caught in an end-
Ieas pattern of moving from one
nighily sheltar to another, with-
ot the time or resourees to get
out of homelessness.

Through a two-year, 8619,276
federal grant from the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urhan De-
velopment, DuPage PADS has
helped cover the cost of leasing
apariments for 21 homeless sin-
gle people in the western sub-
urbs over the last two years.
PATIS is 1n the process of seek-
mg additional funds from HUD,
Simler said.

The new state grant ailows
for 1 more apartments—in-
cluding three units for families,
she said. By 2010, the agency
hopes to have at least 50 apart-
ments available. Many home-
less agencies have offered tem-
porary housing of up to two
vears. But with these new per-
manent units, there's no dead-
line for residents to move out.

As for rent, residents won't

be expected to pay more than 30
percent of any income they re-
ceive—such as Soclal Security
payments. The remalmng
amount will be subsidlzed by
the DuPage Housing Authority
through housimg vouchers.
- PADS also will offer counsel-
ing, job traming and coaching
to help break the homeless-
shelter cycle. The state grant
marks the first time DuPage
PADS has bought property for
housime.

County  officials
PADS for its efforts.

“We talk about housing being
a ladder, with working people
starting up a ladder toward bet-
ter hoonsing. PADS has always
been at the bottom rumg, but
now they're going to provide
services to bring people to the
nextlevel,” said John Day, exec-
utive director of the DuPage
Housing Authority

The new bullding, at 5 Olym-
pus Drive-—south of downtown
Naperville—will undergo mi
nor renovations before home-
less residents begin moving in
within three to four months,
Simler said.

Simler said PADS won'taban-
don its nightly shelters at more
than 130 congregations.
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