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Volunteers, YOU are Lifesavers Thank You!

In this Issue:



National Volunteer Week
April 23-29, 2017

Thank YOU for your hard work, dedication and commitment to
serving DuPagePads’ clients. Over 78,102 volunteer hours were
donated last year, equivalent to 38 full-time employees!
Last year, you made our mission to end homelessness possible
by:




Serving 1,322 individuals including 250 children
Providing 41,036 nights of shelter
Serving 130,335 meals
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We are truly grateful for your partnership. With your help, 365
individuals were able to obtain a place to call “home.”

What a home means to our Supportive Housing Clients:
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Celebrating Youth Volunteers!
At DuPagePads, teen volunteers are essential to the care we provide for each client at our
Interim (Overnight) Program sites. Youth volunteers work together to help fulfill the DuPagePads
mission by providing support, food and respect to each family and individual.
Community United Methodist (Naperville) youth volunteers serve unique roles to ensure the
Sunday night shifts run smoothly:






Ethan Bricker, 10 years of service, makes clients’ beds. “Everyone deserves a fresh made bed
at night.”
Matt Liska, 7 years of service, supplies lunches and always adds extra cookies. “Who doesn’t
love cookies?”
Sam Nesnidal, 10 years of service, greets clients and tells them the evening menu as they
come in. “We try to make the meals different and diverse. Things we eat at home with our
families. The clients are part of our family.”
Julia Davis, for 5 years of service, makes the best “cheesy potatoes!”

Greetings from the Interim (Overnight) Housing Director
I would like to express my sincere gratitude for the work of our volunteers. I have
seen the solidarity, commitment and devotion of each person and their passion for
making a difference in the lives of the people we serve.

Thank you for the warm meals, generous smiles, encouraging words and welcoming
spirits you offer our clients. Because of these powerful deeds, we are able to offer
case management, support services and referrals to housing while expanding our
partnerships with faith based organizations.
As we continue this year, it is my hope we remain united to
end homelessness here in DuPage County.
Thank you,
Will Salmon, Interim Housing Director
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Volunteer Spotlight: Phyliss Frias
Phyliss Frias has been a DuPagePads volunteer
for 5 years with St. Matthew Church in Glendale
Heights. She heard about the volunteer
opportunities though her church and knew she
had to get involved. Phyliss has worked for 25
years at Elmhurst Hospital helping prep patients
for surgery.
When her husband passed 8 years ago, Phyliss
wanted to keep her faith alive by sharing her
blessings. “It just makes me feel good.” She
loves to help serve on the dinner and set-up
shift. “I just put my gloves on and serve.”
After completing the DuPagePads online
If you know of an exceptional volunteer and
training, Phyliss couldn’t believe all the
would like to make a recommendation for our
amazing services provided to our clients.
next Volunteer Spotlight, contact:
“The online training was interesting. I learned
DuPagePads gets people employed and provides
Josie Mattern, Volunteer Coordinator
permanent housing. Also, I feel prepared in
630-682-3846 ext. 3500 or
the case of an emergency,” Phyliss said,
jmattern@dupagepads.org
“I love serving with DuPagePads; it makes me
feel good to be helping others.”

Why I Volunteer:
“When I volunteer, I see more than a homeless person; I see a
heart. Being friendly with a smile goes a long way.”
~ Desiree “Desi” Faulkner Watson, volunteer

“Congregation Etz Chaim has been a DuPagePads Interim
(Overnight) Site for 27 years and I am proud to be the
Site Coordinator. When we prepare dinners, we are making
dinner for friends at our site. When a family or individual moves
to an apartment, our congregation often assists in providing
furniture and accessories for their new homes.
Recently, we received a note from a family we helped: “Thank
you, from the bottom of our hearts. You have given me and my
daughters the best Christmas ever! God bless you in all you do!"
~Allan Carter, volunteer, 12 years

Boy Scouts Troop 95 and Tiger Cubs
Troop 86 helping at Peace Lutheran
Church in January 2017
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Other opportunities to help...
Special Events Volunteers: Assist DuPagePads at a variety
of fundraising and special events throughout the year.
These events include:






Galaxy Bowl, April 22, 2017
Naperville’s Ribfest, July 30 - July 3, 2017
Run 4 Home, September 16, 2017
Wake Up Your Spirit Breakfast, November 8, 2017
Holiday Meal in a Bag, November & December

Donate needed items for DuPagePads clients in need of:







Donate to Share the Fare:
Your donation will be used to
provide transportation for people to
our Interim (Overnight) Housing
sites in harsh weather, to and from
doctor’s appointments for urgent
health concerns, or job interviews
and work.

men’s white undershirts (sizes M-XL)
men’s & women’s underwear
men’s & women’s deodorant
bug spray
sunscreen
rain ponchos

Interim Housing (Overnight) Sites: DuPagePads is in need
of additional support at our summer sites. Our greatest
needs are individual volunteers to fill:



overnight shifts
support groups to provide meals at the sites

New partners are needed from congregations, civic groups
and clubs who are seeking service opportunities.

Interested in any of the above opportunities? For more information, visit our
website at www.dupagepads.org and contact:
Josie Mattern, Volunteer Coordinator
630-682-3846 ext. 3500 or jmattern@dupagepads.org

Thank YOU!

4

